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371.7 Authorities.
371.8 Administration.

AUTHORITY: 10 U.S.C. 113 and 191.

SOURCE: 58 FR 48308, Sept. 15, 1993, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 371.1 Purpose.
Under the authority vested in the

Secretary of Defense by 10 U.S.C. 113
and 191, this part establishes the DPMO
within the Department of Defense,
with the mission, organization, respon-
sibilities, functions, relationships, and
authorities prescribed herein.

§ 371.2 Applicability.
This part applies to the Office of the

Secretary of Defense (OSD); the Mili-
tary Departments; the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Joint
Staff; the Unified and Specified Com-
batant Commands; the Inspector Gen-
eral of the Department of Defense; the
Defense Agencies; and the DoD Field
Activities (hereafter referred to collec-
tively as ‘‘the DoD Components’’).

§ 371.3 Mission.
The DPMO provides centralized man-

agement of prisoner of war/missing in
action (POW/MIA) affairs within the
Department of Defense.

§ 371.4 Organization and management.
The DPMO is hereby established as a

DoD Field Activity under the author-
ity, direction, and control of the As-
sistant Secretary of Defense for Re-
gional Security Affairs (ASD(RSA)).
The DPMO shall consist of a Director
and such subordinate elements as the
Director establishes, within the re-
sources authorized by the Secretary of
Defense.

§ 371.5 Responsibilities and functions.
(a) The Director, Defense Prisoner of

War/Missing in Action Office shall:
(1) Organize, direct, and manage the

DPMO and all assigned resources.
(2) Advise and assist the Under Sec-

retary of Defense for Policy (USD(P))
and the ASD(RSA) within assigned
mission, responsibilities, and func-
tions.

(3) Support the USD(P) and the
ASD(RSA) in the execution of their re-
sponsibilities to develop, coordinate,

and oversee the implementation of
POW/MIA policy.

(4) Serve as the DoD focal point for
POW/MIA matters.

(5) Provide DoD participation in the
conduct of negotiations with officials
of foreign governments in efforts to
achieve the fullest possible accounting
of missing American service members.

(6) Assemble and analyze information
on U.S. military and civilian personnel
who are, or were, prisoners of war or
missing in action.

(7) Maintain data bases on U.S. mili-
tary and civilian personnel who are, or
were, prisoners of war or missing in ac-
tion.

(8) Declassify DoD documents for dis-
closure and release in accordance with
section 1082 of Public Law 102–190 and
Executive Order 12812, 57 FR 32879, 3
CFR, 1992 Comp., p. 311.

(9) Maintain open channels of com-
munication on POW/MIA matters be-
tween the Department of Defense and
the Congress, POW/MIA families, and
veteran organizations, through peri-
odic consultations and other appro-
priate measures.

(10) Provide appropriate representa-
tion to established POW/MIA-related
interagency fora.

(11) Provide a statement of intel-
ligence collection requirements to the
Defense Intelligence Agency, for which
the DPMO identifies a need.

(12) Perform such other functions as
the ASD(RSA) may prescribe.

(b) The Assistant Secretary of Defense
for Regional Security Affairs shall:

(1) Exercise authority, direction, and
control over the DPMO.

(2) Recommend policies and resources
for the administration of the DPMO to
the Under Secretary of Defense for Pol-
icy.

§ 371.6 Relationships.
(a) In the performance of assigned re-

sponsibilities and functions, the Direc-
tor, DPMO, shall:

(1) Report directly to the ASD(RSA).
(2) Coordinate and exchange informa-

tion with other OSD officials, heads of
the DoD Components, and other Fed-
eral officials having collateral or relat-
ed functions.

(3) Use existing facilities and services
of the Department of Defense and other
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1 Copies may be obtained, at cost, from the
National Technical Information Service,
U.S. Department of Commerce, 5285 Port
Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22161.

Federal Agencies, when practicable, to
avoid duplication and to achieve maxi-
mum efficiency and economy.

(b) Other OSD officials and heads of
the DoD Components shall coordinate
with the Director, DPMO, on all mat-
ters related to the responsibilities and
functions of the DPMO.

§ 371.7 Authorities.
The Director, DPMO, is hereby dele-

gated authority to:
(a) Obtain reports, information, ad-

vice, and assistance, consistent with
the policies and criteria of DoD Direc-
tive 8910.1,1 as deemed necessary.

(b) Communicate directly with the
heads of the DoD Components. Commu-
nications to the Commanders of Uni-
fied and Specified Combatant Com-
mands shall be transmitted through
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

(c) Communicate with other Govern-
ment officials, representatives of the
legislative branch, members of the pub-
lic, and representatives of foreign gov-
ernments, as appropriate, in carrying
out assigned functions.

§ 371.8 Administration.
(a) The DPMO shall be authorized

such personnel, facilities, funds, and
other resources as the Secretary of De-
fense deems necessary.

(b) The Military Departments shall
assign military personnel to the DPMO
in accordance with approved authoriza-
tions and established procedures for as-
signment to joint duty.

(c) Administrative support required
for the DPMO shall be provided by the
Director, Washington Headquarters
Services.
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AUTHORITY: Pub. L. 95–452 and 10 U.S.C.,
chapter 4.

SOURCE: 48 FR 36247, Aug. 10, 1983, unless
otherwise noted.

§ 373.1 Purpose.
This part implements the provisions

of Pub. L. 95–452, which establishes the
position of Inspector General (IG) and
the Office of the Inspector General
(OIG) in the Department of Defense,
and sets forth responsibilities, func-
tions, authorities, and relationships as
outlined below.

§ 373.2 Applicability and scope.
(a) This part applies to the Office of

the Secretary of Defense (OSD), the
Military Departments, the Organiza-
tions of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
(OJCS), the Unified and Specified Com-
mands, and the Defense Agencies (here-
inafter referred to as ‘‘DoD Compo-
nents’’).

(b) Its provisions cover all programs
and operations administered or fi-
nanced by the Department of Defense.

§ 373.3 Mission.
As an independent and objective of-

fice in the Department of Defense, the
OIG shall:

(a) Conduct, supervise, monitor, and
initiate audits and investigations re-
lating to programs and operations of
the Department of Defense.

(b) Provide leadership and coordina-
tion and recommend policies for activi-
ties designed to promote economy, effi-
ciency, and effectiveness in the admin-
istration of, and to prevent and detect
fraud and abuse in, such programs and
operations.

(c) Provide a means for keeping the
Secretary of Defense and the Congress
fully and currently informed about
problems and deficiencies relating to
the administration of such programs
and operations and the necessity for
and progress of corrective action.

§ 373.4 Organization and management.
(a) The IG, a civilian appointed by

the President, with the advice and con-
sent of the Senate, shall serve as head
of the OIG.
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